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3.b. Safeguarding measures proposed

This section should identify and describe safequarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended
to protect and promote the element.

(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future
especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not to exceed 750 words
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The traditional method of qvevri wine making is facing important challenges despite the fact that
that during the last decade, the attention of the state and of society as a whole has increased
significantly.

A special strategy was formulated to overcome these challenges where the state and the non-
governmental sector, society and communities are responsible for fulfilling its provisions. This
strategy calls for the following measures to be undertaken:

A) Improving the legislative framework:

a.a.) Define, classify, protect and support gvevri and qvevri wine making methods;

a.b.) Protect and support endemic varieties of vine through financial subsidies or other
privileges;

a.c.) Legally protect areas where traditional "qvevri" clay is found, limit and control the mass
collection from these areas for purposes other than "qvevri"-making; provide privileges for local
artisans;

a.d.) Support makers of organic and home-made wine through financial subsidies or other
privileges (;

a.e.) Support "qvevri"-making families through financial subsidies or other privileges (such as
cheap or interest-free loans, grants, etc.); and

a.f.) Support the activities of small farmers and formulate a strategy for their development.

Responsible actors:

The ministries of Economy and Sustainable Development, of Environment Protection and
Natural Resources, of Agriculture as well as other relevant bodies).

B) Supporting the transmission of knowledge:

Currently, knowledge of this element is transmitted informally and orally from one generation to
another. One of the objectives would be to support this form of transmission and, at the same
time, to integrate it into formal educational programmes.

b.a.) Educational courses on traditional Georgian gvevri wine making method in the monasteries
would provide a way in which to formalize the existing informal practice of sharing experience
and knowledge between monastic and local communities;

Responsible actors:
The Georgian Patriarchate, the monasteries of Alaverdi, Nekresi and others.

b.b.) Organizing free consultations as well as open seminars/ workshops by the old and
experienced wine-makers and qvevri-makers of various communities;

Responsible actors:

The non-governmental sector (the Georgian Wine Culture Centre, the 'Elkana’ association and

others).

b.c.) Including traditional Georgian methods of wine-making and qvevri-making in the




educational programmes of professional colleges and relevant academic institutions (e.g. the
State Art Academy and the Institute of Agriculture).

Responsible actors:

The ministries of Education and Science, of Culture and Monument Protection and of
Agriculture, etc.

b.d.) Establish special informational courses for children on intangible cultural heritage and on
traditional Georgian methods of wine-making and qvevri-making.

Responsible actors:

The the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation and others.

C) Information

c.a.) Hold regular international symposiums on "Qvevri" wine;

Responsible actors:

The Georgian state and the non-governmental sector.

c.b.) Encourage scientific research (scholarship programmes) and publish relevant findings as
well as popular multilingual brochures and guidebooks (introducing traditional methods and
underlining their importance as cultural phenomena in terms of the Georgian identity, the role of
"qgvevri", and "qvevri"-makers);

Responsible actors:

The ministries of Education and Science and of Culture and Monument Protection, the non-
governmental sector, etc.

c.c.) Encourage media coverage and the popularization of information concerning the element.
The television channel of the Georgian Patriarchate, for example, broadcasts educational
programmes on the various traditions of the different regions of Georgia; programmes on the
manufacture of wine presses and "qvevri", on viticulture, on wine-making and on other subjects
could be included in this programme;

Responsible actors:

The Georgian state and private media.

c.d.) Create and maintain an informational platform (web portal) to assist the protection,
development and practice of the element as well as communication between various actors;

Responsible actors:

The Georgian state (the National Wine Agency and others) and non-governmental
organizations.

D) Other

The protection of other intangible elements related to the culture of wine: identification,
inventorization and registration of elements (folklore, examples of handicrafts, traditions, etc.).

Responsible actors:

The Georgian state (the ministries of Culture and Monument Protection and of Economy and
Sustainable Development, the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation, the National
Wine Agency, the Georgian National Museum, the Georgian Patriarchate, the International
Centre for Traditional Polyphonic Research of the Georgian State Music Conservatoire, the
Georgian State Centre for Folklore, llia State University, Tbilisi State University, the Chikobava
Institute of Linguistics) and the non-governmental sector (the International Centre for Georgian
Culture and Art, ICOMOS Georgia and others).
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